Softening from Inflammation.
We confess that we are startled with the opening of this section. The boldness of the enunciation of the fact is only excelled by the confidence of the application of the theory. Let our readers judge. " It may be laid down," says Dr. Carswell, " as a general rule, that every organ or tissue affected with acute inflammation, undergoes at the same time a diminution of consistence. The principle on which this change is effected is obvious, viz. cessation of the circulation, and, consequently, of nutiition, in the inflamed tissue. This state of the circulation is generally admitted to constitute one of the essential local characters of inflammation. It occurs subsequently to the accumulation of the blood in the capillaries, is always preceded by the effusion of scrosity, and, in general, is accompanied by the formation and deposition of coagulable lymph and pus. Under these circumstances a supply of assimilable materials is cut off, and the function of nutrition is entirely suspended. A diminution in the consistence of the tissue thus situated follows, the degree of which will vary with the duration of the suspended function, and the degree of cohesion possessed by the tissue in its normal condition."
We are really not prepared to acquiesce in the declaration, that every tissue acutely inflamed is less consistent than when healthy. The whole passage is so involved that it is difficult to determine the precise meaning of our author. It would appear that the softening occurs at that period of inflammation which follows the effusion of serosity, and is generally The form of this species of softening-presents some important varieties.
